
 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MAY 5, 2020 

 
CFS HELPS A LOCAL NON-PROFIT MAKE ENDS MEET DURING 

PANDEMIC  
 

CFS Donates $4,000 to Keep the Dance Life Company On Their Feet  
 

 
PETERSBURG, Va. (May 5, 2020) – ​Container First Services (CFS), a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of​ ​Meridian Waste​, an integrated, non-hazardous solid waste services company​, donated 
$4000 to help the Dance Life Company with their operational expenses due to revenue 
losses associated with COVID-19 business-related closures and the Governor’s 
stay-at-home executive order.   Both the Dance Life Company and CFS are located in 
Petersburg and are committed to providing opportunity and support to their Petersburg 
community. 
 
The Dance Life Company, LLC., focuses on providing dance instruction and a creative outlet 
for young women, the vast majority of whom are minorities from low-income 
neighborhoods.   Owners Asharma Rives and Erica Walker offer reduced tuition to help their 
students with accessibility to participate in the dance school, but without the tuition dollars 
coming in, they were strapped to pay the fees associated with maintaining the studio space 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
While maintaining social distancing, Rives and Walker picked up the check at the CFS office 
in Petersburg, presented to them by the CFS Government & Community Affairs Manager 
Misty Grant. 
 
“CFS is thankful to be in a position to help our community during this time of uncertainty,” 
said CFS Area President Nathan Geldner. “We have a long history of supporting community 
efforts both with financial and in-kind donations, and we are thankful that we could once 
again help a neighbor in need.” 
 
“From the bottom of our hearts, the Sweet Disaster Dance team from our studio, and the 
staff are thankful to CFS for believing in us and supporting our efforts,” said Walker. “Our 
goal is to use this donation to continue to inspire, encourage, motivate, and teach the young 
ladies that there are no limits and they can do and be anything they want to be.”  
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Photo 1:​ Dance Life Company, LLC’s owners, Asharma Rives and Erica Walker, receiving the 
donation check at the CFS Office.   
 

 
 
Photo 2: ​Students of the Dance Life Company, LLC, awaiting news during a dance 
competition.  

 
 
About Meridian Waste  
 
Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Meridian Waste is a company defined by its commitment 
to servicing its customers, caring for and engaging its employees, and generating financial 
value for its shareholders while delivering a clean and healthy community. The company’s 
core waste business is centered on residential, commercial, and industrial non-hazardous 
waste collection and disposal. Currently, the company operates in St. Louis, Mo., Richmond, 



 

Va., Blacksburg, Va., Augusta, Ga., Northeast Fla., Knoxville, Tenn., and Raleigh, N.C., 
servicing more than 94,532 residential, commercial, industrial and governmental customers. 
In addition to a fleet of commercial, residential, and roll-off trucks, the company operates 
five transfer stations, three recycling facilities, three municipal solid waste landfills and three 
C&D landfills in which 810,325 tons of waste are safely disposed annually. For more 
information, visit​ ​MeridianWaste.com​. 
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